ExecuTive DEPARTMENT,
Anrdpohs December 28th, 1836. )

Gentlemen of the Senate,
and of e House of Delegates:

ik et on the CUSIGMAT
Lie Cusigina

ging, on ihe present Occasion, lii-
ty of submntmg you, at the Ccommencement of your ses-
sion, such matters of public concern as may seem to demand
the consideration of the General Assembly, we cannot re-
frain, in the outset of this communication, from congratula-
ting you, and the people ot the State at laige, upon the res-
toration of peace and quiet within our borders; upon the
harmony svhich prevails among our citizens; and upon the
pralsewoxthy desire, manifested in every quarter, of uniting
zealously and i0 the best spint, for the advancement of tne
true glory and welfare of the State.

There is, in our upinion, no truth more obvious, or scarce-
ly more xmnor;ant to be known ard recogn sized i every
well regu]ateu Government, than that the undue prevalence
and excitement of the spirit of party are calculated to disturb
the peace of society, and create serious and permanent
evils in the body politic. This salutary lesson is exempli-
fied i the mstony of ali Governments, but it is moure narii-
cularly striking in those whose {oundations are based upon
Republican pnnuples. If it were necessary to travel be-
yond the limits of our own observation and experience to
establish the truth of these remarks, we might show, that in
the anarchy and COﬂaequent debltuCUOﬂ of most, if not all
the free Governments of both ancient and moderp times,
anwflamed party spirit has been a most prominent and effi-
cient agent. But it is not necessary to do so. In ourown
times—here—in our own State, and belote our own eyes—
have we witpessed the extreme to which the undue indul-

gence of the Sp!'” ol panv leads, But happl!_), in our CdSﬁ
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